BILDESTON PARISH COUNCIL
Minutes of the meeting held in Chamberlin Hall

 on Monday, 8th July, 2013 at 7.30 pm

           In attendance:

Councillors:

A Guttridge (Chairman)


P Cousins


D Dempsey


D Drury


R Lester


Also Present:
N English (on behalf of B Natural Event)


D Blackburn (Clerk)


Councillor Guttridge opened the meeting and welcomed everyone present.

C42/13/14
APOLOGIES FOR ABSENCE
Apologies for absence were received from Councillors Mrs J Cartwright, R Lindsay and R Taylor, County Councillor Mrs J Antill and District Councillor D Keane.
C43/13/14
DECLARATIONS OF PECUNIARY AND NON-PECUNIARY INTERESTS
Councillor Guttridge declared a non-pecuniary interest by reason of being an employee of the County Council. Councillor Lester declared a non-pecuniary interest by reason of being a member of the Sportsfield Management Committee.

Councillor Guttridge reported, for information, that he had been invited to attend a reception at Wattisham Airbase in his capacity as Chairman of the Parish Council. The Clerk confirmed that this was not a dislosable pecuniary interest.

C44/13/14
DISPENSATIONS IN RESPECT OF PECUNIARY INTERESTS


There were none.

C45/13/14
MINUTES OF PREVIOUS MEETING


It was AGREED: That subject to “Councillor Dempsey” being recorded in the first line of Minute C33/13/14 instead of “Councillor Drury”, the minutes of the meeting held on 10th June, 2013 be approved and signed by the Chairman as a correct record. 
C46/13/14
CLERK’S REPORT – B NATURAL

Mr N English addressed the Parish Council on proposals for the 2013 B Natural Event. Financial support was sought from the Parish Council to safeguard the organisers against uncontrollable factors such as adverse weather conditions and poor turnout.

It was AGREED: That a grant of £500 be awarded to B Natural which it may choose to use to insure against adverse weather..

C47/13/14
POLICE REPORT

The Monthly Crime Report received from Suffolk Police recorded that there had been a small number of vehicle related crimes in the village over the previous month.

C48/13/14   SUFFOLK COUNTY COUNCIL

Councillor Mrs J Antill submitted a written report to the meeting as she was unable to attend in person. The report referred to the continuing reduction in financial support to local government, proposed improvements to the A14, proposed traffic calming measures in Bildeston and an initiative by Suffolk Trading Standards to check electrical appliances.
It was AGREED: That the grounds for the prioritisation of the pavement condition on Chapel Street, over and above other locations in the village, be investigated.

C49/13/14
DISTRICT COUNCIL
There was no report on this occasion.

C50/13/14   SKATE PARK PROJECT
The Chairman referred to the commencement of works on site on Monday, 1st July. 
An arrangement for the prompt release of funds to the supplier was discussed subject to satisfactory completion of works on site.
It was AGREED: That payment of the contract sum of £45,000 + VAT less the Parish Council’s retention of 5% be approved and the release of funds be delegated to the Clerk in consultation with the Chairman and/or the Vice-Chairman of the Parish Council.
C51/13/14
COMMUNITY SPEEDWATCH AND TRAFFIC CALMING MEASURES


The Council noted the contents of a letter that had been sent by the Clerk to County Highways concerning the implementation of Traffic Calming Measures.

Councillor Dempsey reported that there had been no further Speedwatch operations undertaken in recent weeks.


It was AGREED: That efforts continue to be made to seek a Coordinator for Community Speedwatch. 

C52/13/14 
KINGS PIGHTLE PARK UPDATE

Councillor Lester reported that approximately 50 people had attended the morning session of the Kings Pightle Open Day on Sunday, 23rd June, 2013. Valuable support had been received from representatives of the Suffolk Wildlife Trust.


Grant funding was being sought for a Bird Hide. It was noted that should this be unsuccessful, the release of monies from the John Artiss Nature and Conservation Fund could be requested by the Kings Pightle Management Committee.


The rejection by the County Council of an application for a tourist sign was noted. However, the feedback received was that the County Council would be prepared to provide advice upon proposals for “finger post signs” as an alternative to the tourist sign.


It was AGREED: In principle, that funds be released from the John Artiss Nature and Conservation Fund to pay for the annual insurance premium of the Kings Pightle.

C53/13/14    SPORTSFIELD

Councillor Drury reported that there had been a very friendly atmosphere at the Sportsfield Open Day which had been combined with the Kings Pightle Open Day on Sunday, 23rd June. Local people of all ages had attended including a number of young families. There had been two bookings of the pavilion recently: one from the Cycling Club and the other a private party. It was noted with regret, that there had been some further resignations from the Sportsfield Management Committee.
C54/13/14   CLERK’S REPORT AND MATTERS CONSIDERED AT A PREVIOUS MEETING

The Clerk reported upon the resignation of Councillor Neville Tye following his recent relocation from the village. A Notice of Casual Vacancy would be published on the Parish Noticeboard in the Market Place. It was hoped that the vacancy might be filled by co-option rather than via a by-election which could cost the village several thousand pounds.


The Clerk reported upon an enquiry that had been received from a local parishioner about the maintenance of land adjacent to Sqirrell’s Mill Road. Members of the Parish Council debated the issue having regard to the growing maintenance costs it was facing for public open spaces and a potential request for financial support towards the Sportsfield. With these commitments in mind, it was not felt appropriate to take on any additional responsibilities regarding the maintenance of further land in the village.

The Clerk reported upon the expressions of interest that had been received from local residents to the advertisement placed in “The Bugle” for a new clock winder.


It was AGREED: 
a. That the Clerk responds to the enquiry concerning land to the rear of Sqirrell’s Mill Road and conveys the views of the Parish Council; and
b. That the Clerk, Chair and Vice-Chair deal with the appointment of a new Clock Winder.
C55/13/14  
QUARTERLY REPORT

It was AGREED: That the budgetary control report for the first quarter of 2013/14 be received.

C56/13/14
AUTHORISATION OF PAYMENTS

It was AGREED: 
a. That the following payments be authorised:

	Payee


	Description
	Amount

	Eastern Facilities Management Solutions
	Kings Pightle Grounds Maintenance
	£732.00

	Eastern Facilities Management Solutions
	Grove Cemetery Grounds Maintenance
	£222.00

	Eastern Facilities Management Solutions
	Grove Cemetery Wildflower Meadow
	£771.60

	David Blackburn
	Clerk and RFO’s Pay
	£169.80

	David Blackburn
	Clerk’s Expenses
	£20.15

	Babergh District Council
	Grove Cemetery Garden Waste
	£120.00

	Eastern Facilities Management Solutions
	Coronation Playground Grounds Maintenance
	£142.92

	Eastern Facilities Management Solutions
	Grove Cemetery Grounds Maintenance
	£500.46


b. That an order be placed from the Margaret Bishop Chamberlin Hall Fund to meet the cost of remedial resurfacing works in the Chamberlin Hall Car Park in the sum of £1,973.35; and
c. That an invoice for Street Lighting Improvements in the sum of £1,814.68 be approved subject to further liaison with the County Council by the Clerk. 

C57/13/14    PLANNING MATTERS


Planning Appendix A: Planning Applications Consultation


There had been no new applications received since the previous meeting.


Planning Appendix B: Determined by Babergh District Council

	Application Number:
	B/13/00407

	Location:
	6 High Street, Bildeston, IPSWICH IP7 7EY

	Proposal:
	Construction of vehicular access including erection of retaining walls (existing wall to be part demolished).

	Decision:
	Refused 


The Clerk referred to the contents of a letter received from the Planning Authority explaining the reasons for refusal contrary to the representations received from the Parish Council.
C58/13/14    MATTERS TO BE BROUGHT TO THE ATTENTION OF THE COUNCIL


Councillor Drury reported that 3 properties were empty on Rotheram Road and their gardens were not being maintained. Also properties were up for sale when there was a need for affordable rented housing within the village. The Clerk was asked to contact Orbit Housing Association to make enquiries and report the Council’s concerns to Babergh District Council over the sale of the properties.
Councillor Dempsey reported upon poor health and safety practices that had been evident regarding the installation of a new post for power lines in the village. It was noted that unattended and unsecured equipment had been left by the roadside. The Clerk was asked to contact UK Power Networks over this matter.

Councillor Cousins referred to overgrowth on Brookfield Road. This was to be reported to Babergh District Council.
It was noted that Councillor Taylor had recommended regular testing of the clock and its appendages. The Council supported this work and asked that Councillor Taylor provide further details of the work and cost implications.
. 
C59/13/14    PUBLIC SESSION


There were no matters raised.

C60/13/14
EXCLUSION OF THE PUBLIC

It was AGREED: That by virtue of the provision of section 1(2) of the Public Bodies (Admissions to Meetings) Act 1960, the public be excluded from the remainder of the meeting on the grounds that publicity would be prejudicial to the public interest because of the confidential nature of the business to be transacted.

C61/13/14
CONFIDENTIAL BUSINESS


The Chairman referred to land ownership and access issues relating to the entrance of the Coronation Playground. The Parish Council endorsed the Chairman’s comments with regard to the need to work positively with a local landowner to clarify arrangements.


The Clerk provided an update with regard to legal matters concerning a local parishioner’s estate. Further to Minute C41/13/14, it was reported that an offer had been accepted for the parishioner’s property. 

The meeting closed at 9.30pm

Chairman ………………………………………………

Date……………………………………………….
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